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 Pastoral Letter  
 

Dear Friends, 

November promises to be an exciting time within the North 
Kent Group; a time of new beginnings for me as your new 
Associate Minister and a time of expectation for you as 
Peter and Sue fly off to Auckland, New Zealand in a 3 
month pulpit exchange with Reverend Don Hall and his wife, 
Janet. It is also an opportunity for us all within the local 
United Reformed Church to revisit our own sense of calling 
within the "priesthood of believers" and our sense of 
mission.  

There is nothing wrong in itself in us seeking to preserve 
past institutions and traditions. Who does not feel a little 
more secure in this transient world when driving past men in 
white flannels playing cricket on the village green or 
knowing the strawberries and cream continue to be served 
at Wimbledon? The ideas and ways of our forefathers are 
not to be rejected simply because they are old. The desire 
for change considered on its own is not a virtue. Novelty is 
not a synonym for improvement. 

Conservative attitudes only assume daemonic force when 
they become a defence against doing what is right; when 
they serve as justification for our fearfulness; when they 
insulate us from God’s vice of challenge. And it is in these 
situations that their darkness is manifest. I know several 
people who grew up in a land engulfed in a civil war where 
the government was determined to use its army to preserve 
a European way of life. But that preservation meant the 



 

 

exclusion of Africans from the institutions of power and 
privileges. Something similar happened to my mother who 
came to England as a refugee in 1938 to secure the escape 
of her family from Nazi Germany, then under a regime which 
sought to preserve the purity of an Aryan race to the 
exclusion of whole peoples who did not fit the criteria of that 
dictatorship. Almost every act of Islamic terrorism is driven 
by a desire to preserve a golden age of Islamic authority 
and Sharia law. If the past becomes an absolute value, it 
overrides the absolute demand that we love our neighbour 
as ourselves and our God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. 

As Christians we are committed to the transformation of our 
minds and attitudes. By the Spirit we are being changed into 
the likeness of Jesus. We are also called to transform unjust 
institutions, practices and traditions. What are we to make of 
the contentious issues of our day; civil partnerships, 
ordination of gay clergy, donor IVF, the sanction of abortion 
before 24 weeks, the use of embryonic stem – cell 
research? Are we to simply condemn them out-of-hand as 
un-biblical or ethically unacceptable or are we to interpret 
them as the work of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of 
those affected and quietly remoulding our thoughts and 
attitudes within a Post – Modern/Christian age? Sadly, the 
church has far too often slipped into the dark old daemonic 
form of conservatism. It has stood as a bastion against 
many of the good changes that have taken place in our 
society from the emancipation of women to the translation of 
the Bible into English. Our history is littered with martyrs 
who challenged the status quo, the old ways and attitudes. 



 

 

It would be unrealistic to expect those terrified by God's 
open future to let go of their past insecurities. It is just not 
going to happen. What we can do is to encourage the 
people of faith to be martyrs to that which is good. Or as 
Jesus said, "if anyone would be my disciple let them take up 
their cross and follow me." 

I know little, as yet, of the history of the North Kent Group of 
churches but have spent the past four years watching the 
closure of some of our smaller congregations due to 
insurmountable financial and other burdens and I pray for 
the guidance of the Spirit as those Christians try to discern 
the will of God for them. As I prepare to work with you all in 
Gravesham I will share your challenges and uncertainties 
with you, not in any authoritarian or dogmatic way but as 
your friend and companion, "journeying" with you in the 
manner of the Emmaus encounter of Christ as together we 
continue to seek God's will. 

I thought that I would share some thoughts of mine on 
induction and ordination within the URC and how we discern 
our sense of calling to ministries within the local church; 
both ordained and lay. My understanding of this process is 
very much in line with reformed thought about the practice. 

The New Testament explains that early church practice 
involved certain church members being "set apart" to 
exercise distinctive ministries within the discipleship and 
vocation of the whole people of God, something which we 
have come to know as ordination; a concept that Karl Barth 
vehemently opposed! It involves the invocation of the Holy 
Spirit and the laying on of hands (1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Timothy 



 

 

1:6). In Acts 13 the Holy Spirit is quoted as saying, "Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul to the work which I have 
called them." What does this mean for us today? Some with 
musical ability are set apart (ordained) for music ministry; 
some gifted in mission are ordained for mission. I believe 
that we ordain in response to the Holy Spirit and not as a 
result of a very worldly assessment of natural abilities.  

The "laying on of hands" that concludes many ordination 
services is best understood – again – as a gift of the Holy 
Spirit; a blessing or enacted prayer, rather than a magical 
rite that conveys authority or office. Its Christian usage is 
based on Genesis 48:14 (Jacobs blessing to his 
grandchildren), and Mark 10:13-16 (Jesus’ blessing of 
children), alluded to by John Calvin in his theology of 
ordination. 

Ordination in Reformed tradition is not to be viewed in any 
sacramental way – bringing about ontological change – but 
the act of worship ratifies a person’s tested call to ministry, 
commends that person to the congregation and offers 
prayerful hope that God in Christ and through the Spirit will 
empower the ordained to use and develop their endowed 
gifts. "Those ordained are a "pointer" to Christ within the 
congregation, and the status conferred upon them is that of 
the "servant of all", following the example of Christ." The 
Reformed perspective as understood in the URC thus 
conveys authority – but not power – upon the ordained; 
allowing every ministerial function to be performed by 
members of the "priesthood of all believers". 



 

 

I feel that ordination best be regarded as a blessing or 
prayer that enables entry into the pastorate and affirmation 
of the work that God has done in preparation for an 
individual’s work of service. Ordained ministry is but part of 
the general, reconciliatory ministry of the church; in the 
words of John Macquarrie, “A kind of bridge between the 
place where humanity actually is and its destiny as the 
kingdom of God." I feel greatly blessed to be given the 
opportunity to be part of that process. 

We all recognise that there is a dearth of ministers in the 
URC and that over the next few years there will be further 
retirements and vacancies in both East and West Kent 
Synod areas. The set up in the North Kent Group is a sound 
one with good ministerial input, accomplished eldership and 
adequate pulpit supply. The coming pulpit exchange 
illustrates that healthy innovation and pro-activity which has 
become a feature of the Group. It is, however, an 
acknowledged fact that change occurs with God’s blessing 
and we should all be prepared for that. With the Holy Spirit 
in charge, we could not be in better hands! 

Yours in Common Ministry: 

Ian 

 

News From Hartley  

One World Week  – 23rd – 30th October 
This is organised by the Covenanting Churches of Hartley, 
Fawkham, Longfield and Ash.  We will be seeking to “Raise 
awareness of world justice issues”.  The week begins with 



 

 

The One World Supper on 22nd October.  For more 
information phone 01474 874045. 

October 30th is All Saints Sunday  and will be the next Cafe 
Church .  5.00pm in the Church Centre, Ash Road.  The 
theme will be connected with the “Mission Links” that are 
supported by the Parish. 

The next Bible Study  will be on Monday November 14th at 
Oakley, Norwood Lane, Meopham, beginning at 11.00am. 

Saturday 19th November beginning at 12.30pm there will be 
a Christmas Fayre  at All Saints Church Centre. 

Aileen Stewart 

 
News Letter from Northfleet 

Prayer for the Month  

Lord, be thou this day within us to purify us; above us to 
draw us up; beneath us sustain us; before us to lead us; 
behind us to restrain us; around us to protect us.  Amen. 

Northfleet Church News 

We continue to pray for those who are confined to their 
own homes or are suffering various degrees of infirmity or 
ill health especially Zena Lambert, Freda Fenn, Phyllis 
Dann, Mavis Stroud and Florrie Russell. We continue to 
pray for Ruth Dunster’s recovery from her recent 
operation.  We remember in our prayers David Gillis, his 
family and Daphne Manning. We also remember in our 
prayers Masie Burn as she prepares to move and recovers 



 

 

from minor surgery on her foot. 

Zena Lambert wishes to be remembered to all the Girls, 
and the Lads as well, and sends her love and she thinks of 
everybody constantly.  

We welcome Rev’d Don Hall to the Group and we look 
forward to his stay with us. 

 An early reminder to everyone that there will be the 
annual Group Service at St Paul’s led by the Junior 
Church on 18th December, The Carols by Candlelight on 
24th December again at St Paul’s and then the Christmas 
Day Service will be at Northfleet.  

 
St Paul’s Church News of the Family 

RIDE AND STRIDE 10th September 2011 
Congratulations and thanks to Lisa, Nathan, Richard, 
Quintia and Alarice for their fundraising for this cause.  Lisa 
raised 83 pounds and Nathan 108 for their cycle ride 
and Richard, Quintia and Alarice 224 pounds and 60 pence 
for Richard's walk while the girls cycled.  The Church will 
benefit by recieving a portion of this money. The day went 
well and it would be good if having the Church open on this 
day each year became a regular item on the Church 
calendar.  

COMPASSION 

I have sent on your behalf a small present and a card to 
Vena and Luciano with our best wishes and love at 



 

Christmas.  Please remember them and their families in 
your prayers. 

November 20

Don’t forget!  If you’d like to contribute, we’d love 
older person, for example

.... but please DO NOT WRAP THEM!!!

(This is because they will need to be sorted by 
appropriateness for the intended recipients 

and purchase gift bags to put the gifts in.)

But DO include a Christmas card signed by yourself! (Don’t 
include any other personal details like your home address, 

though!)   And bring them to our Gift Service!

 

Christmas.  Please remember them and their families in 

Natalie Godbolt

November 20 th,  St Paul’s Gift Service

Don’t forget!  If you’d like to contribute, we’d love 
, for example: 

.... but please DO NOT WRAP THEM!!!  
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include a Christmas card signed by yourself! (Don’t 
include any other personal details like your home address, 
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BY POPULAR DEMAND – COOKERY CORNER!  

The lovely, and delightfully culinary-ly gifted, Marion Pipcin 
sidled up to me one Sunday after church and thrust a 
carefully folded message into my hand.  As I took a quick, 
furtive glance, it appeared I had been gifted pure gold – a 
secret recipe only known to Marion herself!!  Alas, she soon 
assured me that this dish had been enjoyed by many, and – 
what’s more – there had been great demand for the secrets 
I now clutched in my grubby mit.  AND – more to the point – 
this secret was for general consumption (if you’ll excuse the 
pun!)  So, forthwith, Marion’s recipe for: 

 

Curried Potatoes 

Ingredients: 

6 medium potatoes 
2 teaspoons Curry Powder 
Salt, to taste 
1 tablespoon Vegetable Oil 
1 tin chopped Tomatoes 
2 medium Onions 

Peel and cut the potatoes into large bite size pieces and 
part boil. 

Drain, and put into an oven-proof dish, and put aside. 

Peel and chop the onions, and put these into a saucepan 
with the oil.  Simmer until soft, then add the curry powder, 
salt and tomatoes.  Bring to the boil, then pour over the 
potatoes. 



 

 

Cover the dish with foil, and back in the oven (middle shelf) 
until potatoes are cooked – about 1 – 1.5 hours, Gas 4. 

And there you have it – you too can make potatoes as 
yummy as Marion’s.  But it got me thinking – we all must 
have a few special family recipes that we might like to share 
in future magazines.  I got the most perfect birthday present 
of a book containing such recipes from my mum this year, 
and am already debating where to start – but why not pip 
me to the post, and submit your own?  Send to the usual 
address! 

 

Time for Prayer  

During the month of November, please remember these 
members of our group fellowship in your prayers: 

Colin Dadson,  
John Dadson, 
Phyllis Dann, 
Dorothy Short,  
Aileen Stewart,  
Tina Copping,  
Lisa Copping, Nathan, Rhys, Ella and Darcy Roach, and 
John Roach. 
 
Thank you. 
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CROCKERY!!!  

A few items brought to our Harvest BBQ at St Pauls have 
gone awry – please check, and bring them back if you have 
them!  Thank you! 



 

 

My Previous Home Church  

When in 1967, Dennis and I presented our Five Goldrings, 
including 2 boys and a girl, at St Paul’s, Gravesend, we 
were enthusiastically welcomed as replacements for a 
similar family who had recently left.  St Paul’s is an 
interesting building which looks like an upturned boat inside.  
Very appropriate, as Gravesend lies on the bank of the 
Thames opposite Tilbury Docks.  A number of River Pilots 
live in Gravesend. 

When we arrived the Church was fairly new, the 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists having sold their 
premises and started afresh.  They came together well 
before the URC came into being in 1972.  At that time 
Dennis Goldring was Session Clerk, so he became St Paul’s 
first Church Secretary. 

The family who left went to the North of England, and the 
father, a qualified accountant, was one of the group who 
founded Traidcraft.  We subsequently got to know him well 
and our family regularly purchase Traidcraft goods.  In the 
early years of their marriage one of our sons and his wift 
were agents, selling from their home and Church.  Despite 
the higher prices and lower incomes we are experiencing, I 
hope we can continue to support Traidcraft at our three 
Cheltenham URCs.  The hard-working people in far-off 
lands really need our help, so that Traidcraft can continue to 
give a guaranteed market for their produce.  If not, they will 
fall back into that larger group of “have-nots” which have to 
rely on (our) cash handouts. 



 

 (Old friends at St Paul’s will of course know tha
referred to is Brian and Mary Hutchins and their children).

This seems an appropriate junction at which to 
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The cost of your lunch will be what you consider to  be 
a “ Fair

Friday 4th November 2011
12.00 – 2pm          

                                         
 

(Old friends at St Paul’s will of course know tha
referred to is Brian and Mary Hutchins and their children).

Joyce Goldring

This seems an appropriate junction at which to 
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The cost of your lunch will be what you consider to  be 
Fair ” price for what you eat.  

November 2011 
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Come and enjoy a Fairtrade lunch 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Windmill Street, Gravesend.

(Old friends at St Paul’s will of course know that the family 
referred to is Brian and Mary Hutchins and their children). 

Joyce Goldring 

This seems an appropriate junction at which to 
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Fairtrade lunch 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Windmill Street, Gravesend. 

 



 

 

Matthew (Nosy) Parker  
 
The man who inspired the original insult was born over 500 
years ago in Norwich.  He was educated at Norwich 
Grammar School in the Cathedral Close and went to study 
in Cambridge, where he was one of the Cambridge 
Reformers who helped to bring about the Reformation in 
England.  
 
He came to the notice of Henry VIII who made him his 
Chaplain and he was also Chaplain to Anne Boleyn.  On the 
eve of her execution Anne Boleyn placed her young 
daughter, the future Queen Elizabeth, in his care.  Perhaps 
she remembered this when she ascended to the throne and 
because of her affection for him may have stopped her 
banning marriage for England’s Priests in 1549.  (Parker 
was already married in 1547). 
 
He became Archbishop of Canterbury and strove to find a 
balance between the Puritans and the Roman Catholics.  
This would have involved a lot of prying into other people’s 
business, hence the Most Rev’s irreverent nickname. 
 
He oversaw new translations of the Bible and indeed did a 
sizeable amount of the work himself.  He helped to draw up 
the doctrines on which the Church of England is based to 
this day. 
 
Again the term “Nosey Parker” was attached to him when he 
was instructed to delve into the disappearance of important 
documents when the Monasteries were closed down in 
1530.  He gathered together over 600 medieval books, 
almost a third of them pre-1200.  He was eager for evidence 
of early church worship.  This collection is now in the Parker 
Library of Corpus Christi Cambridge and includes the oldest 



 

 

illuminated volume of the 6th century Gospel Book brought to 
England by St. Augustine on which the Archbishops of 
Canterbury still take their Oath of Office. 
 
The first known portrait of King Athelstan is in the Parker – 
nowhere is the Art of Anglo-Saxon England better preserved 
than at the Parker.  It includes the Bury Bible, illuminated by 
Master Hugo, the first English artist to be known by name.  
Not only Ecclesiastical works of St Thomas a Becket and 
the Saints but also books on travel, poetry, beasts and 
many which were in danger of being destroyed at the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries did he rescue.  It is one of 
the world’s most important collections of ancient 
manuscripts.  Unfortunately because of the Library’s 
“Preciousness” the great works in the Library are rarely 
seen except for a few privileged scholars. 
 
When he died he left money for scholarships to his College, 
Corpus Christi, for the poor of St. Clement’s Parish, and for 
the upkeep of his parent’s tomb in the churchyard at St. 
Clement’s.  Finally he left money for sermons to be 
preached at Ascension tide by a preacher form his old 
College. 
 
In the Millenium Year, Corpus Christi appointed one of their 
members – a Methodist – as the Parker Preacher; the Rev. 
Dr. Brian Beck, former President of the Methodist 
Conference.  In the morning he preached at the Cathedral 
and in the afternoon at St Clement’s Church.  
 
Matthew Parker is to be remembered as a great Church 
Leader and a Great Statesman rather than the last word in 
“nosiness”.  The nationally known phrase named after him is 
as popular today as it was in his lifetime.  Next time you use 



 

 

this remark, you’ll know how uniquely it is connected to a 
famous son of Norwich – Matthew Parker. 
 
Guides are turning 90!!! 
 
And they don’t look a day over 11 or 12...  No, it’s the 
uniformed organisation we’re talking about, and they will be 
celebrating with a party in November.  Guess what?  You’re 
invited!!   Not only will there be a party, but they have 
MORE exciting news – one of our guides, Georgina, has 
been accepted on an International Guiding Project!  As part 
of the fundraising for her trip, the guides will be having a 
Christmas Fayre at the same time as the party (we teach 
them multi-tasking early....!)  So please come along to the 
Birthday Party / Fundraising Christmas Fayre  on 
Tuesday 29 th November , at St Paul’s URC Church Hall , 
between 6pm and 7.30pm!  (And please bring some 
pennies!) 
 

Another BIG “Thank You”! 
 
Have you used the facilities at St Paul’s recently?  Go on, 
spend a penny – and while you’re there, marvel at the 
fabulous make-over they’ve had!  We are blessed with some 
seriously handy handy-men, and they’ve done wonders with 
nothing more than a bucketful of paint, a couple of brushes, 
and plenty of hard work!  Thank you John, Chris and Brian – 
and anyone else who’s helped out; your hard work is much 
appreciated!
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STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS
  
           
Christmas is approaching fast.
Have you received a copy of the Webb Ivory Christmas 
2011 catalogue? 
If not Why not as 25% of the order goes to the church funds.
  
For your chance to see this 
           THE JARRETT FAMILY.
  
Please note that the date for us to accept your order will be
  
20th November 2011.
  
Thank you for your continual support
  
The Jarrett family. 

 

STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP 
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you received a copy of the Webb Ivory Christmas 

If not Why not as 25% of the order goes to the church funds.

For your chance to see this catalogue see any member of
THE JARRETT FAMILY. 

Please note that the date for us to accept your order will be

20th November 2011.  

Thank you for your continual support 

 

STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP 

 

STOP PRESS * STOP  

you received a copy of the Webb Ivory Christmas 

If not Why not as 25% of the order goes to the church funds. 

catalogue see any member of 

Please note that the date for us to accept your order will be 

STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP PRESS AGAIN * STOP  
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Church Services  

Date Hartley Northfleet St. Paul’s 
November   

6th 10.30 am 
Jim Fletcher, 
Angela 
Henderson & 
Don Hall 

10.30 am 
Mr Guy Morfett 

11 am 
Rev’d Ian Gow 
Communion 

13th  10.30 am 
Peter Clark & 
Jim Fletcher 

10.30 am 
Rev’d Ian Gow 
6.30 pm 
Rev’d Don Hall 
 

11 am 
Rev'd Don Hall 

20th 10.30 am 
Wendy Stiddard 
& Elizabeth 
Robertson 

10.30 am 
Mrs Angela 
Henderson 
Communion 

11 am 
Rev’d Don Hall 
Parade & Gift Service 

27th 10.30 am 
Jim Fletcher & 
Elizabeth 
Robertson 

10.30 am 
Rev’d Don Hall 

11 am 
Rev’d Margaret 
Williams 

December   

4th 10.30 am 
Jim Fletcher, 
Angela 
Henderson & 
Don Hall 

10.30 am 
Rev’d Ian Gow 

11 am 
Rev’d Don Hall 
Communion 

: 
 

Items for DECEMBER 2011 AND JANUARY 2012 
Magazine to be submitted by Sunday 20 th November 
2011 please, if possible to mag@northkenturc.org   

Or by post to: Kate Amos, 36 Queens Road 
Gravesend, Kent DA12 5JP 



 

 

Church Duties in November  
 Northfleet Elders Northfleet 

Stewards 
St. Paul’s Elders  St. Paul’s 

Stewards 

November    

6th 

 

10.30 am 

Miss E Bradley 
Mr D Gillis 

10.30 am 

Mr D Hammond 
Mr J Dadson 

11 am 

Kate Amos 
Tina Copping 

11 am 

Arthur Jarrett 
David Ware 

13th 10.30am 

Mr D Gillis 
Mrs S Stewart 

6.30pm 

Mrs C Hammond 
Mrs J Plumb 

10.30 am 

To be arranged 

11 am 

Wilfred Fenton 

11 am 

Chris Godbolt 
John Roach 

20th 10.30 

Mrs J Plumb 
Mrs C Hammond 

10.30 am 

To be arranged 

11 am 

Natalie Godbolt 

11 am 

Karen Jarrett 
Rebekah Jarrett 

27th 10.30 am 

Mrs S Stewart 
Mrs J Plumb 

10.30 am 

To be arranged 

11 am 

Priscilla McBean

11 am 

Fiona Morfett 
Andy Amos 

December    

4th 

 

10.30 am 

Miss E Bradley 
Mr D Gillis 

10.30 am 

Mr D Hammond 
Mr J Dadson 

11 am 

Tina Copping 
Wilfred Fenton 

11 am 

Arthur Jarrett 
David Ware 

 
Weekday Activities November 2011  

Tues 1st                   2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Mrs Janet Forster 

Wed 2nd                   7.30pm Evening Bible Study 

Fri 4th                    12 – 2pm Fairtrade Lunch Stop 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Mon 7th                    7.30pm Ebbsfleet Covenant Meeting 
Swanscombe Methodist Church 

 No Choir Practice 



 

 

Weekday Activities November 2011 (cont.) 

Tues 8th                   2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Mr Jack Shepherd 

                                7.30pm St Paul’s Elders Meeting 

Thurs 10th                7.30pm Clips & Coffee – “The Hours” 
Film Showing at 56 Cross Lane East 

Sun 13th                   9.30am Prayer Breakfast, St Paul’s 

                                6.30pm Group Service, Northfleet 

Mon 14th                 11.00am Daytime Bible Study 
Oakley, Norwood Lane, Meopham 

                                 7.30pm Choir Practise at St Paul’s 

Tues 15th                  2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Rev’d Don Hall 

Wed 16th                  7.00pm Girls Night Out – venue tbc. 

Sat 19th                  12.30pm Christmas Fayre 
All Saints Church Centre, Hartley 

Mon 21st                   9.30am Northfleet Elders’ Meeting 

                                 7.30pm Choir Practise at St Paul’s 

Tues 22nd                 2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Rev’d Dave Dunster 

Thurs 24th                7.30pm Clips & Coffee – “The Hours” 
Discussion at 56 Cross Lane East 

Mon 28th                  7.30pm Choir Practise at St Paul’s 

Tues 29th                 2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Annual General Meeting 

                          6 – 7.30pm Guides Fundraising Christmas Fayre 
St Pauls Church Hall 

                                 7.30pm St Paul’s Church Meeting 

Mon 5th                     7.30pm Choir Practise at St Paul’s 

Tues 6th                    2.30pm Northfleet Women’s Fellowship 
Chalk Singers 

 


